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Upper Lena valley, and the Lena navigation, which gives
access to the Lena gold-fields, and the more populated part
of the Yakut Republic. The Trans-Siberian Railway connects
Irkutsk both with the Chita region and the important Kuznetsk
industrial basin.
KRASNOYARSK REGION
Although for administrative purposes the Krasnoyarsk
region extends to the shores of the Arctic Ocean, the chief
centres of agriculture, industry, and population are situated
in the small ; islands * of fertile soil, surrounded by mineral-
bearing hills, in the neighbourhood of Krasnoyarsk and Kansk,
which lie on the Trans-Siberian Railway. To the south lie
the Kuznetsk basin and the Achinsk and Minussinsk steppe
areas, now being developed industrially.
Lignite (brown coal) is mined near Achinsk and Kansk,
and coal near Minussinsk. There are supplies of iron, copper,
and manganese to the south of Krasnoyarsk.
Cattle-rearing for butter production and the cultivation of
\vheat are the main agricultural occupations. Near Krasno-
yarsk, Minussinsk, and Kansk there are large state farms.
To the \vest of Irkutsk agricultural conditions become more
favourable, owing to the increase in snowfall which protects
the ground from the severe winter frosts. The difference
between the northern coniferous forest lands and the more
prosperous steppe fiislands* of Southern Siberia is strongly
marked in the upper Yenessei valley. Between Yenesseisk and
Krasnoyarsk small clearings in the forest for cattle pasturage
are supplemented by small patches of corn and potatoes.
Then larger fields of corn appear, and log cabins are replaced
by stone houses with thatched roofs. Finally, near Kras-
noyarskj there are large herds of cattle and numbers of pigs.
Large grain-elevators near the river and railway give clear
evidence of the cultivation of grain.
Not many years ago the Krasnoyarsk region could not meet
the food requirements of its population. But the introduction
of modern scientific methods of fanning, the use of fertilizers
from the new chemical works in the Kuznetsk basin, and the